Good morning, 4th District Legionnaires

We're just 10 days away from the start of 2026, so here’s a quick but important membership and
district update. The 2026 membership challenge began July 1, 2025, and I'm happy to report
that our District has met every membership goal so far this year—well done. Please note
that Department Headquarters will stop processing 2025 renewals received by mail on
December 31, 2025; any 2025 memberships received after that date will need to be processed
by individual posts through mylegion.org. The grace period for 2026 renewals runs from
January 1 through February 1, 2026. Members not renewed by January 1 will appear in
“Grace” status on the roster, and any member not renewed by February 1 will be listed as
expired, losing membership rights until their 2026 renewal is submitted. Our next goal is 80%
by January 14, 2026. We are currently at 77.93%, just 33 renewals and/or new
members away, from reaching that mark, which places us 8th in the Department
membership race.

Looking ahead, our joint 4th and 5th District Mid-Winter Conference is scheduled for
January 10, 2026, at Post 511 in Crystal, with additional details forthcoming from the 5th
District.

At this time, we do not have an Oratorical Chairman, so there will be no District Oratorical
Contest this year.

The 4th and 5th District Merger Committee is also putting the final touches on the
DRAFT Constitution, By-Laws, and financial policy documents, with plans to
distribute those drafts to the posts within the next couple of weeks.

For those who read the Legionnaire article regarding the Department Redistricting Ad Hoc
Committee, you may have noticed language stating that the committee was formed mainly for
the purpose of merging the 4th and 5th Districts. I have been assured that this wording is
incorrect. The Department Redistricting Committee is reviewing district lines across the
entire Department to determine what best serves the Department as a whole. Our 4th and
5th District Merger Committee has expressed concerns about the article’s wording and has been
assured by Commander Dvorak that it was an error. While our districts are open to accepting
additional posts from outside the current 4th and 5th District boundaries, we are not
interested in having the 4th and 5th Districts dismantled, either now or after the
merger is complete. We will keep you informed of any information on the Department AD-HOC
committee moving forward.

Finally, the holiday season can be stressful, so please take a moment to check in on one another
and please remember that buddy checks are NOT associated with membership renewal calls. A
call, a text, or a quick “thinking of you” can make a real difference. I hope each of you has a very
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. I am truly grateful for the trust you place in me as your
District Adjutant, and I look forward to 2026 and all that the coming year has in store for our
District.



